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March 13, 2020 
  
  
Dear Parents & Guardians, 
  
Good afternoon, 

 
After more information and updates have been shared with us, we are writing to clarify and 
update families on a few items: 

 
Minnesota Department of Education and Minnesota Department of Health: 
As of 3/13/20, there are 14 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Minnesota- none are in any 
students/staff in any school community. There has been no community transmission at 
this point (only transmission related to travel). Screening for the virus doesn’t necessarily mean 
one has contracted the virus, not all contact means a person has contracted the 
virus.  Symptoms of COVID-19 include mild to severe respiratory illness along with: fever, 
cough, and shortness of breath. Expert recommendations are now moving into what is called 
the “community mitigation” phase. Here is what is currently being advised: recommend that 
schools not be canceled at this time. They are, however, recommending we actively respond to 
this pandemic to minimize the spread of the disease.  Steps that we will be taking as a school 
community to help are: Being aware of "social distancing", enforcing our illness policy, 
encouraging cleaning and hygiene, monitoring ill calls and preparing for the future. 

 
Please note the following: 
Travel: 
Level 3 countries have been updated. (Click here for an updated list)  If you or your student  
have traveled or had contact with anyone who has traveled to any of these areas let us know. 

 
Attendance: 

 Please make sure you are calling in your student each and every day that they are not in 
attendance at school.  We will ask about symptoms (i.e. fever, cough, body aches, 
vomiting, diarrhea) when ill calls are reported to school for data purposes. 

 As stated in our handbook policy (p.15), "If a student misses school for more than three 
consecutive on-campus days due to illness or other medical reason, they must provide a 
note from a doctor indicating the illness, date(s) of illness and reason for extended 
absences.  If a student needs to be excused from on-line days that should be included in 
the note.” 

 We understand that there are still common cold, strep, the flu, etc. that are occurring, we 
ask that families are prudent in ensuring that their student is ready to return to school 
and that they are not contagious.  This means that students should not return to school 
until symptoms such as a fever (100 degrees F), vomiting, diarrhea/loose stool, runny 

http://www.cybervillageacademy.org/
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nose, coughing, sneezing, aches, and fatigue  have not been present for at least a 24 
hour period, without the aid of medications. 

Future Planning: 

We would like to be as prepared as possible if we need to move our Fusion program to be fully 

online. In planning for this, we are asking that all Fusion families fill out this form. We would like to 
get this information ASAP so we can prepare to support students/families in any way that is 
feasible. 

We recommend that you begin considering making alternative arrangements for child care, if 
needed in the event we move to 100% online programming for Fusion students. 

Resources: 
In this time of potential crisis, a number of companies are offering support. We have some resources 
listed below: 
Comcast Internet Option for Low-Income Families 
https://www.wxyz.com/news/national/coronavirus/comcast-offering-internet-essentials-package-
free-for-60-months-during-coronavirus-outbreak?fbclid=IwAR0AG3smnxozF-
B2pJ872AZxi1msUg36EH44dP_Cf_EKeDbRpyt8lxRkNwg    
MDH website:https://www.health.state.mn.us/  
Stages of mitigation: https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/mdh.html#pan  
Higher risk population: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/specific-groups/high-risk-complications.html 

  
 
Sincerely,  

  
Nicole Rasmussen, Director 
Cyber Village Academy 
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